Instrumentation available for remote diagnosis and consultation in eye care.
It is feasible to transmit digital images captured via a biomicroscope using currently available instrumentation, hardware, software, and communication technology. To demonstrate this point, commercially available digital imaging equipment was obtained and installed in the eye clinic at the Kanakanak Hospital. Interactive agreements were established with sites having compatible equipment. High-quality digital images were transmitted between the involved sites in Alaska, Arizona, and California. Images of sufficient quality and resolution for remote consultation and diagnosis were transmitted both to and from the clinic site in Dillingham. This demonstrates that the instrumentation currently exists for rapid sharing of digital images coupled with direct, real-time communication.